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IN THE CLAIMS: 

Mease cancel claims 1-14 and 16, without prejudice or disclaimer. 
Please add the following new claims: 



jj. (New) A variant vascular endothelial cell growth factor (VEGF) polypeptide which 
is capable of binding to a VEGF receptor without significantly inducing a VEGF response, 
said variant polypeptide comprising an amino acid modification of at least one cysteine 
residue in VEGF, wherein said amino acid modification inhibits disulfide bond formation. 

JA. (New) The variant VEGF polypeptide according to claim W wherein said amino acid 
modification is a substitution of said at least one cysteine residue with a different amino acid 
which is incapable of participating in the formation of a disulfide bond. 



^9. (New) The variant VEGF polypeptide according to claim t# wherein said cysteine is 
at amino acid position 51 and/or 60. 



(New) The variant VEGF polypeptide according to claim Yl wherein said VEGF 
polypeptide is capable of inhibiting induction of a VEGF response. 



2i. (New) The variant VEGF polypeptide according to claim 2€T wherein said variant 
VEGF response is mitogenic activity. 



^2. (New) The variant VEGF polypeptide according to claim ^tS wherein two cysteines 
are substituted with a different amino acid at amino acid positions 51 and 60. 
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(New) The variant VEGF polypeptide according to claim ttf wherein said cysteine is 
at amino acid position 5 1 . 



(New) The variant VEGF polypeptide according to claim wherein said cysteine is 
at amino acid position 60. 



^fy. (New) The variant VEGF polypeptide according to claim *8 wherein aspartic acid is 
substituted for cysteine. 

2^. (New) The variant VEGF polypeptide according to claim 2fS comprising the 
substitution C51D. 



^?f. (New) The variant VEGF polypeptide according to claim ^comprising the 
substitution C60D. 



^g. (New) The variant VEGF polypeptide according to claim Yl wherein said amino acid 
modification is a chemical modification of said at least one cysteine residue which renders 
said cysteine residue incapable of participating in the formation of a disulfide bond. 

^ (New) The variant VEGF polypeptide according to claim 2# wherein said chemical 
modification is of a cysteine residue at amino acid position 51 and/or 60 of the native VEGF 
amino acid sequence. 
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t 

301 (New) An isolated nucleic acid sequence comprising a sequence that encodes the 

\% 

variant VEGF polypeptide of claim Vf. 



(New) A replicable expression vector capable in a transformant host cell of expressing 



the nucleic acid of claim 



#2. (New) Host cells transformed with the vector according to claim *Tf. 

J3. (New) Host cells according to claim 32 which are Chinese hamster ovary cells. 



(New) A composition of matter comprising the variant VEGF polypeptide according 
to claim ¥t in combination with a pharmaceutical^ acceptable earner. 
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